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another confidential one to the Secretary concerning my not asking
for an interview with Uchida. I told him that it was going to be
very difficult to maintain close relations with the Foreign Office and
to discuss matters informally from time to time because such con-
versations were almost always given to the press, generally inaccurately,
and were likely to stir up undesirable and sometimes inflammatory
comment in the local press. Shiratori, as the Department is aware,
seems to act independently of his superiors and seems to enjoy giving
sensational impressions. I added, however, that I hoped to be able
to work this problem out in time. Shiratori, indeed, is quite an
enigma ; Shidehara tried to get rid of him and couldn't, as he is
apparently supported by the military, with whom he seems to be in
entire sympathy. He is also a nephew of Viscount Ishii and is closely
connected with Hiranuma, President of the Privy Council and chief
of the Kokuhonsha reactionary society, which of course renders him
impregnable at the Foreign Office. Furthermore, he is very thick
with Tani,1 Chief of the Asiatic Bureau of the Foreign Office, who is
a brother of General Tani of the Army, and thus both have close
relations with the military.
Fleisher came in to say good-bye before departing for two weeks'
vacation in Karuizawa. I shall miss him, as he is my regular link
with the press, but he has promised that Don Brown, of his staff,
will keep me au courant of any interesting disclosures by Shiratori in
the daily press conferences. The other correspondents apparently
are going on the old assumption that the American Embassy never
knows anything and never gives anything and they haven't bothered
to find out whether there is any change in that situation. Fleisher
profits because I frequently tell him current bits of information which
he didn't know himself. You can't cultivate useful relations with
the press unless they are reciprocally useful.
GOLF FOR GOODWILL
August 4, 1932
Warner, an importer of American films, had offered to show the new
Bobbie Jones golf films at the Embassy before release to the public
and I thought it a pleasant way to get in touch with the Japanese
golfing world. Through the presidents of the various golf clubs near
Tokyo, invitations were extended and about eighty Japanese golfers
came, as well as a smattering of Americans and others. The thing
was very well done : both movie and talking machines were set up
behind curtains in the big ballroom so that they were hardly visible ;-
Bobbie Jones' voice, when explaining his shots, was as clear as if he
were speaking in the room. Unfortunately, only four of the series
of twelve films had arrived in Japan, showing the use of the putter,
niblick, mashie-niblick, and mashie, but these were intensely interesting
. and afterwards -I noticed many of the Japanese practising their
1 Successor to Togo as Foreign Minister in 1942.   Replaced in 1943 by Shigemitus.

